
The Fable of Two Doves 

 

Long ago, in ancient China, there lived a wealthy scholar and his beautiful, intelligent daughter, Koong-se. 

The scholar employed an assistant accountant named Chang. Chang and Koong-se had many interests in 

common and they were very much in love. However, Chang was seen as just a 

poor assistant so a relationship between the two was forbidden. Because of this, 

whenever the moon hung high in the sky, the couple would secretly meet. 

One night, the scholar noticed that his daughter was missing and sent his guard 

to follow her. When he heard that she was with the assistant, the scholar was 

furious. He immediately fired Chang and ordered that a high fence should be 

built around his palace to keep Chang and Koong-se apart. He locked Koong-se 

in her room and refused to allow her any visitors. The scholar then 

arranged for Koong-se to marry a rich and powerful duke.  

Koong-se was so lonely and she was desperate to leave the prison that her room had become so 

she reluctantly agreed to the marriage. Secretly, Koong-se wished that Chang would run away 

with her but, unfortunately, he never appeared and it was agreed that Koong-se and the duke 

would be married on the day that the first blossom fell from the willow tree. On the day of the 

wedding, Chang disguised himself as a servant and slipped past the palace guards. Koong-se 

was so happy to see him that she forgot the danger that they were now both in. Chang quickly 

explained his escape plan and the pair began to run down the palace corridors, which were al-

ready swarming with wedding guests, and out of the silver gates.  



The Fable of Two Doves 

 

One of the guests recognised the couple and raised the alarm that the bride was trying to escape. The 

scholar chased after them but it was too late. Chang and Koong-se had already escaped in the duke’s 

ship. Aided by the strong wind, they sailed towards the horizon and away from the palace. After several 

days, the pair came across a beautiful deserted island which was covered with large palm trees and leafy 

ferns. They landed and began to build a shelter. 

The couple, safely together, lived on the island for many happy years until, one day, an explorer told the 

duke about some people he had seen on a remote island. Desperate for revenge, the duke sent his sol-

diers to the island. Within days, the couple were captured. Luckily for Koong-se and Chang, the gods 

had been looking down at them from high in the heavens. Deeply moved by their story, the gods trans-

formed Koong-se and Chang into a pair of doves. The couple were now able to live the rest of their lives 

free and together 



Questions 
1) Before he was fired, what was Chang’s job? 

2) What helped the couple to sail away quickly? 

3) Look at the paragraph beginning: On the day of the wedding... 

 Find and copy one word which shows that there were lots of people at the wedding.  

4) How long was the couple living on the island for before they were found? 

5) Who alerted the scholar to the fact that Koong-se was escaping? 

6) Compare how Koong-se and Chang were at the beginning and at the end of the story.  



The Willow Pattern 

Willow pattern is the name given to the distinctive blue and 

white pattern found on many pieces of crockery. The style be-

came popular in England towards the end of the 18th century. 

Willow pattern is inspired by hand-painted ceramics imported 

from China and often depicts landscapes. 

 

Although inspired by Chinese imagery, the fable often 

associated with Willow pattern does not, in fact, orig-

inate in ancient China. The story was invented by an 

English potter named Thomas Minton, from Stoke-on-

Trent, in order to promote the sale of his pottery. 


