
Topic: Literacy
Story Writing Competition



• To plan and write a creative and original story.

• To be use exciting vocabulary. 

• To be interesting and engaging to the reader.

To write an effective and fluent short story.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



Starter Task
What’s the best story you have ever heard? Why?

Write it on 
a sticky 
note.

Explain to your partner what makes it your favourite story.



Where Do I Get My Inspiration?
This is the hardest part and often where people give up! Don’t overthink this 
stage or spend ages staring at a blank piece of paper. Here are some tips for 
getting that important spark to inspire your story:

Write about something you know about.
This could be your hobby, where you live, or your 
favourite food!

Step into a photograph.
There are millions of inspirational images to be found on the 
web, in books and magazines. Find one that interests you and 
turn it into a scene in your story.

Find an interesting object.
It could be an ornament at your Gran’s house, a painting in a 
gallery or a piece of junk. It could be the secret to your story!



What Makes a Good Short Story?
Appealing to the reader.

Clever, but clear use of language and writing features, fitting the genre.

Characters you can relate to.

Characters you can detest.

Settings that are well described.

Build-ups that are engaging and exciting.

Resolutions that satisfy the reader.

Dilemma that draws the reader further and further in.

No loose ends.

Less is sometimes more.



How Do I Write It?
This is sometimes the hardest thing to control. You’ve had a great idea and 
you want to get writing!

Two to four 
handwritten 

pages

One 
page of 
a novel

3 minutes 
48 seconds 
of speaking



So… Where Do I Start?
You need a brief plan so you can start your writing.

Story mountains are an effective way of noting down what happens in each 
stage of the story. They get you to think about the key stages of a piece of 
fiction.
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Opening
Settings are well described.
Main characters are introduced.
Style of writing engages the reader.

Build-up
Writing develops the main character 
and gets the reader hooked.

Dilemma
Brings the point of the story into 
focus. A problem to be fixed. A thing 
to be found. A disaster to be averted.

The Dilemma Deepens
It becomes harder to reach the 
resolution, with peril or problems that 
keep the reader interested.

Resolution
Main characters work hard to reach 
the resolution. Language uses adverbs 
to create action and emotion.

Close
Leaves the reader satisfied, maybe 
wanting more. Loose ends that may 
irritate the reader are tied up.



How Can I Develop My Story?
Storyboards
You can develop your story mountain with a storyboard. It will help you 
develop characters, settings, surroundings and key scenes.

They are an effective way of visualising each stage of the story. You can 
then turn the images back into words. This method can help you keep the 
word count down as well. Your descriptions of the images will develop the 
story even further. Be confident to experiment with language until you get 
the sentences that best fit the scene.



Think about changing the following:

But How Do I Know If My Idea Is 
Any Good?

If you are enjoying writing it, then keep going!
If you are getting fed up, think about what you can change. A simple 
alteration may be all you need to do to make the difference.

You’ll know when your changes are having an effect, as you will start to get 
more and more excited about writing the next part of the story!

• the main character’s name
• the main character’s backstory
• the gender of the villain
• the character’s special skill, power or weakness
• the time of year it is set
• the time period



But I’m Really Stuck!

Maybe the most powerful question you can ask 
yourself about your story, a character or a place is …
What if...? Anything can change or happen to alter a 
story. Think about these:

The greatest power a fiction author has is to be able to change and introduce 
new ideas to their story.

• What if an object suddenly changed?
• What if a character did something unexpected?
• What if something got stolen?
• What if something got found?
• What if someone went missing?
• What if someone missing reappeared?
• What if someone suddenly became rich?
• What if someone suddenly became poor?
The list is endless!

What if..?



Top Tips

Get lots of other people to read your story 
as you are writing it.

Less is more. Reduce sentence sizes to 
keep to the point.

Work backwards. Can you come up 
with the twist or resolution first?

Plan it! Don’t be afraid to use storyboards or 
story mountains to help keep your ideas in check.

Good 
luck!




