
What makes an exciting narrative? 

A narrative can be told in many forms; it can be recounted in the third  

person by an author, or told by a first-person narrator who is also a  

character within the story. 

What is the structure of a story? 

• In the beginning, establish your setting and characters. 

• In the middle, you could add conflict and a problem to solve. 

• At the end there could be a dramatic rescue. The ending could 

be happy or sad. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/

articles/zwmt4qt 

The tasks for English this week 

should take you longer than a 

week. 

You need to place detail into: 

• Planning a setting 

• Planning a character 

• Planning the sequence of 

events in your story 

• Looking through all the word 

mats included to pick out the 

most exciting vocabulary rele-

vant to your story 

• Using appropriate language 

features throughout your nar-

rative 

• Editing it until you are happy 

with the final layout and  

structure of it 

• Creating your final version 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/articles/zwmt4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/articles/zwmt4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/articles/zwmt4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/articles/zwmt4qt




 

Activity 1 

Go through EACH word mat and write 

down 5 unfamiliar words you like and 

want to use in your narrative. 

• Can you write the meanings of these 

words? 

• Can you use these words in any  

sentences of your own just to practise 

using these words? 

Activity 2 

Choose your setting from the pictures  

given. These pictures are just a start. If you 

want to incorporate other settings in too 

then you can. 

• Which setting have you chosen? 

• Why have you chosen this setting? 

• Use the senses word mat to help you 

create a describing map for the senses 

that would be present in your setting. 

Think about how you will show your 

setting through words so the reader 

feels like they are actually there. You 

may wish to close your eyes for this to 

really imagine your setting. 

• On the ‘planning your setting’ page, 

copy the headings down on paper and 

put your relevant information under it 

for your setting. 

This page shows you the different activities you need to do before starting to write your  

narrative. Remember every good story has a great process of planning behind it! 

Activity 3 

Can you write down your own examples 

of similes, metaphors, alliteration,  

personification and exciting adjectives for 

your setting AND your character? 

Activity 4 

Create a character description. 

Do this by creating a  

describing map for your  

character putting in lots of 

powerful descriptive phrases 

with language features and  

adjectives. Use the words that 

you chose from your word 

mats. See the example to help 

you. 

Activity 5 

Sequence the events of your 

story in the sequencing map. 

Use time conjunctions for this. 

Activity 6 

Write a draft version of your story 

making sure your problem in the  

story is very adventurous and the 

ending is exciting. 



 
Choose 5 words from here that you want to use in your narrative. 

Can you write down the meaning of each word? 

Can you write a sentence using each of these words? 



 
Choose 5 words from here that you want to use in your narrative.  

 Can you write down the meaning of each word?         Can you write a sentence using these words? 



 
Choose 5 words from here that you want to use in your narrative. 

Can you write down the meaning of each word? 

Can you write a sentence using these words? 



 Here are some pictures to help you choose your setting.  

Which one stands out to you?  



SETTING PROMPTS 

Choose an interesting name 

for your setting. 

 

Think about details like the 

time of day and the  

weather. 

 

Show the setting through 

the main character’s eyes. 

e.g. Zak could see a bright 

speck in the sky which grew 

bigger and bigger. What 

could it be? 

 

Use unexpected detail as a 

‘hook’. 

e.g. It was then he noticed 

it. Something had been 

crawling in the fine, red 

dust beneath the largest 

tower. Zak stooped down 

and looked at the marks. 

They were unlike anything 

he had seen before. 

Change the setting to 

create atmosphere 

e.g. The path grew 

darker……. 



 

Make sure you use the language features that you 

learnt this year to create interest in your writing. 

Use a variety of them throughout your story. 



 

 

Can you write down 

your own examples of 

similes, metaphors, allit-

eration, personification 

and exciting adjectives 

for your  

setting? 



  

 

Draw a describing map and write notes 

in the planning grid for your setting. 

Think about powerful vocabulary and 

language features when describing. 

Write these headings down on paper and put your relevant information under it 

for your setting. 
Planning your setting 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F388928117790821090%2F&psig=AOvVaw0p1ygN3jj5EaV7YYw0IccZ&ust=1593165971862000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiy0_HbnOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
Setting description example 



 

This is an 

example of 

how you use 

brilliant writ-

ing features 



 

Characters 



 

When planning your character, answer these 

questions to have a better understanding of them. 



 Draw a describing map for your main character. You can create other describing maps for your other characters too. Think about 

powerful vocabulary and language features when describing. 

F.O.R 

Character 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F388928117790821090%2F&psig=AOvVaw0p1ygN3jj5EaV7YYw0IccZ&ust=1593165971862000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiy0_HbnOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 



 



 

 

Can you write down 

your own examples of 

similes, metaphors,  

alliteration, personifica-

tion and exciting  

adjectives for your  

character? 



 



 

When planning your story, use a  

sequencing map to order the events of 

your story. Use adverbials of time to 

emphasis the order of events and how 

long they occurred for. 

Sequencing m
ap 



 

• Describing how the  

problem is solved and the 

decisions are made by the 

character. 

 

• Describing the characters’ 

emotions and their actions. 

 

• Show a clear and concise 

journey the character has 

taken. 

 

Middle part of 

your narrative 

do



 

The Chimaera roared horribly 

and gigantic flames surrounded 

Apollo. He held up his shield and ran in 

every direction trying to confuse the mon-

ster. The serpent’s tail hissed, the lion’s 

head roared and the flames soared into 

the air. He kept darting around and soon 

the Chimaera was dizzy. Apollo ran for-

ward and plunged his sword deep into 

the monster's foul heart. The Chimaera let 

out a roar but it still pounced back up on 

 to Apollo.  

Without warning, the sun disappeared behind a 

nearby mountain and an icy chill ran down Patrick’s 

spine. Dark shadows appeared to dance in front of 

his eyes. Suddenly, he felt very alone and desperate. 

Where was his sister when he needed her? 

“Ahh-wooooooo!” 

A loud, howling noise filled the bitter air. Instantly, 

Patrick knew that that wasn’t the sound of Susie 

about to jump out on him, but actually the sound of 

a hungry wolf about to pounce. Patrick ran for his 

life. Frantically, he searched to find his twin. Out of 

the corner of his eye, he spotted a trail of snowy 

footprints, which led him to a sign that read ‘The 

Arctic Witch’s Garden’. Beyond the gate, Patrick 

saw a mysterious array of eerie ice sculptures. He 

noticed one particularly familiar-looking statue... it 

was Susie! What had happened? Would she be fro-

zen like that forever? 

These are very short extracts of 

stories. What tells you that 

these extracts could be the problem part in 

the story? 

Remember– your writing of the problem will not be as short as 

these extracts. 

The problem / dilemma 



 

Good endings can consist of... 
The Ending  



 

Ways to end your story A good ending should not be the type of ending that you have heard a million times before. ‘They all 

lived happily ever after’ should be for children’s fairy tales ONLY. (And whatever you do, don’t end 

with ‘and they all went home.’ OR ‘I woke up. It had all been a dream.’) 

Ready for a sequel 

Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator 

“Well Charlie,” said Grandpa Joe. “It’s certainly been a busy day.” 

“It’s not over yet,” Charlie said laughing. “It hasn’t even begun.” 

At the end of their long journey they sat down, at last, around the open fire 

of the camp where it had all begun. They sighed and told each other that 

their travelling days were over. But were they? 

OR 

At the end of their long journey they sat down, at last, around the open fire 

of the camp where it had all begun. They sighed and told each other that 

their travelling days were over, and at that moment they really believed it 

to be true. 

Talking to the audience 

The Silver Chair by CS Lewis 

 

If you ever have the luck to go to Narnia yourself, do not forget to have a look at those 

caves. 

Unexpected/Shock endings 

 

At last they were free from the evil that had been plaguing them for so long. The 

sky was blue, the sun shone and the birds sang in the trees. Jack walked across 

the field whistling and sometimes singing to himself. He hardly had a care in the 

world as the sun beat down upon him. For this reason he failed to see the rotting 

flesh of the hand that broke through the soil beneath him, snatching at his ankle 

and dragging him, screaming, under. 

 

(For this type of ending you must have a contrast in the description. You have to 

lull the reader into a false sense of security, making them believe everything is 

going to be okay, before you shock them.) 

What people have learnt  

 

Harry was relieved that the week was finally over. At last he could go back home 

and lead a normal life. He had certainly learnt a lot over the past week. Most 

importantly, next time Craig suggested they go away on an adventure he would 

definitely say NO! 

 

The boys sat together thinking about the poor man. They were sorry that things 

had happened the way they had, and they still felt a little bit guilty. Jack sighed. 

He had learnt that it wasn’t always a good idea to go with the crowd. 



 

This is all great stuff– but how am I even 

 going to start my story, Miss Shah ? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F440297301051089568%2F&psig=AOvVaw1GDgQulczsjD4cqA80wTc0&ust=1593184352384000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNi-i62gneoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

You can start your 

narrative with any 

of these to make it 

exciting 

Ask yourself: 

Which one is more 

effective for you 

and why? 



 
Sentence starter prompts 



 

Things to remember: 



 

Things to remember: 

Capital letters 

Paragraphs 
Conjunctions 

 Neat handwriting– joining up my letters 

Sentence openers 

Verbs 
Adverbs Adjectives Prepositions 


