Literacy (Reading and Writing)
Lifecycles
After researching the Chick's life cycle (see Understanding of the World)
have a go at writing a sentence about each stage? What happens first?
What happens next? Don’t forget to use capital letters, finger spaces and
full stops in your super sentences.
Story
Do you know the story of the Little Red Hen? Maybe you can find a book
or you could watch the story on YouTube using this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYwjuufc19Q Tell a grownup what
you remember about the story? Why didn’t the animals help the Little Red
Hen? Why did the Little Red Hen have to do all the work by herself? What
did the animals learn at the end of the story? How could they do things
differently the next time?
Speech Bubbles:
Write speech bubbles for what the characters say in the story. Can you
have a go at writing “Not I’’ like the animals when they won’t help the
Little Red Hen?
Phonics:
Continue to read every day and talk to somebody about the book you
have read. Keep on practicing reading and writing the Phase 2 and 3
sounds and Tricky words. Have a look at these videos about the “ar”
sound: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXBQDsgRuMo
And the “or” sound:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm9PRHDJlv4
Follow Geraldine the Giraffe around the house and have a look for things
that contain the two digraphs. Have a go at writing the words for the
things you find and can you think of some words of your own? Create a
list of all the words with the ar and or digraphs and extend your learning
by writing sentences using the words in your list.

Reception Learning at Home Tasks
The Chicken Lifecycle

Expressive Arts and Design
Design and Make:
• Use recycled materials to create your model windmill (from the Little Red Hen
story).
- Plan your design on paper
- Build using recycled materials such as cardboard packages you may have at
home. Decorate your windmill with paint, colours, stickers and anything else you
can find in your home.
- Make prints using old potatoes and paint.
•
Draw or paint a picture of one of animals in the story: the Little Red Hen, the
sleepy duck, the noisy pig or the lazy cat.
Imagine:
Use your windmill to act out the story of “The Little Red Hen” Maybe you can use
some of the key words from the story. You may also like to use a playscript :
http://www.kidsinco.com/2009/01/the-little-red-hen/
Music and Dance:
•
Can you sing the song “Old McDonald Had a Farm”? What animals are there
on the farm? What noises do they make? Maybe you can add some funny
animals. How would the song go if old McDonald had a dinosaur? Or even an
alien?
•
Listen to some songs about chicks:
Little Chick: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgYPC9sJIiU
Baby Animals: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJg4YFtvOp8
5 Little Chicks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQN9meM5GVQ
And don’t forget to do the Chicken Dance at home…how many members of your
family can you get to join in with you?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJg4YFtvOp8

Maths (Number and Shape, Space and
Measure)
Number:
There were 10 eggs in the Hen’s nest. On
Monday, 4 eggs hatched. How many
eggs were left? Write a number sentence
e.g. 10-4=6. Use your fingers to take
away 4 from 10. You could also draw a
picture to help you with your counting.
Now have a go at writing some number
sentences of your own.
Challenge: Create your own number
story.
The Little Red Hen baked some pizza.
Maybe eat pizza with your family. How
many slices are there in total? Can you
share the slices fairly between you and
your family members? How many slices
do you each have?
Shapes, Space and Measure:
Draw a pizza with your favourite
toppings. Think of different shapes and
colours you can use to decorate it. Can
you create a repeated pattern so each
half of the pizza looks the same?

Physical Development
It is important to stay moving in order to stay
fit and healthy! Can you have a go at these
activities at home and involve as many
members of your family.
Keep fit and active by exercising with Joe
Wicks ‘The Body Coach’ each morning at
9am!
Dancing is one of the easiest ways to get your
body moving...and grooving.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0Vlhde7
N5uGDIFXXWWEbFQ
Get fit with Little Monkey!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsSS5kM
pKCaJ_HhTM9-HKHg/featured
Fine Motor Skills:
Beauty Salon: Trace around your own hand.
Use old nail polish, paint or felt tip pens to
cover your nails neatly, trying not to go over
the line.

Note for Parents:
Please be aware that the activities set are optional, open ended tasks for you to use when and if you wish. There is no
expectation that all the tasks are completed. We invite families to pick and choose learning activities that work for
them; to take a break/holiday from home learning if you wish or to keep on with the routine depending on individual
circumstances.

Understanding the World
Science:
Find out about the Chicken lifecycle. You can see the lifecycle in a PowerPoint on Twinkl:
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-5219-chicken-life-cycle-powerpoint
What are the different stages? Draw and label each stage. What does a chick need to live? Where does it live?
Do you know any other animals that lay eggs?
Technology:
Use the Internet to learn about crops that grow on the farm. With the help of a grownup, print and label the
pictures that you can find.
People and Communities:
This month in the religion of Islam, Ramadan had begun. This is a very important month for Muslims. Muslims
fast for 30 days and do not eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. If you belong to the religion of Islam, talk to
your parents about Ramadan. What does your family do? Lots of other religions also fast at different times in the
year. Talk to your parents and family members about what happens in your religion. Why do you fast? If you do
not have a religion, what special things do you do? Draw a picture and write a sentence about what is special to
you.
RRSA:
Article 12 – ‘Respect for the views of the child’
In some stories children’s views are ignored. Have you read ‘Not Now Bernard!’? If not watch this story. What
would you say to Bernard’s parents if you had the chance? Design a poster for display about the importance
of Article 12.

Useful links
Phonics Play (free):
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
Letters and Sounds:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
Topmarks:
https://www.topmarks.co.uk
Starfall:
https://www.starfall.com/h/indexkindergarten.php
Story: The Little Red Hen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E72TZy0
LNo&t=128s
Baby Chick Hatching:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F38tIGO5
TFY
Story: Five Little Chicks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsuCLtny
JNc
Online Safety: Chicken Clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFIeB6QT
4WY
And don’t forget to tune in to Miss McDonell’s
classroom each day on YouTube for stories
and games. You may see that Mrs Ali has also
made an appearance recently!
https://www.youtube.com/results?sp=mAEB&s
earch_query=miss+mcdonnells+classroom

