
 

Religious Education Skill Progression Map 
 

 

 

 

 

 Knowledge Understand Analyse Evaluate 

EYFS Identify and recall key aspects of 
religious stories. Show an awareness 
of different beliefs and religions. 
 

Recognise some religious symbols and 
words. 

Identify and start to understand what it 
means to belong to a community. 

Evaluate and identify what is of value 
to themselves and others by asking 
questions. 

Year 1 Recall features of religious, spiritual, 
and moral stories and other forms of 
religious expression. 
 
 

Recognise and name some religious 
symbols and words. 

Explain what they find puzzling in life 
and discuss possible solutions. 

Ask some questions about different 
religions and offer/discuss and 
evaluate some ideas of their own. 

Year 2 Identify how religion and belief is 
expressed in different ways. 

Identify similarities and differences in 
features of religions and beliefs. 

Explain possible meanings for symbols 
and other forms of religious 
expression. 
 

Ask questions about their own and 
others’ feelings and experiences. 

Year 3 Identify similarities and differences 
between religious beliefs and 
teachings. 

 

Describe and suggest meanings for 
symbols and other forms of religious 
expression. 

Compare aspects of their own 
experiences and those of others, 
identifying what influences their lives. 

Investigate and connect features of 
religions and beliefs. 

Year 4 Identify similarities and differences 
within and between religions and 
beliefs. 

Describe the impact of beliefs and 
practices on individuals, groups and 
communities. 

Apply their own and others’ ideas 
about ethical questions, including what 
is right and wrong. 
 

Suggest answers to some questions 
raised by the study of religions and 
beliefs. 

Year 5 Identify connections between 
questions, beliefs, values and 
practices in different belief systems. 

Describe a range of answers to ethical 
and moral questions, showing 
awareness of the diversity of opinions 
and why there are differences. 

 

Recognise and explain diversity within 
religious expression, using appropriate 
concepts. 

Suggest answers to questions raised 
by the study of religions and beliefs, 
using relevant sources and evidence. 

 

Year 6 Identify key events in different religions 
and their significance to the religious 
community. 

Demonstrate deeper understanding of 
different religious rituals and practices. 

Explain the significance and impact of 
different forms of religious and spiritual 
expression. 

Begin to evaluate a range of different 
answers to ethical and moral 
questions/issues, showing an 
understanding of the connections 
between beliefs, practices and 
behaviour. 


