
 

English Reading Non-fiction and Poetry Progression Map 
 

 Range of Reading Discussing Reading Non-Fiction Poetry and Performance 

EYFS Talk about the world around them  
 
Engage in rhymes, poems and songs 
together 
 

Engage in story times 
 
Use what is heard in stories to create 
their own 

Engage in non-fiction books 
 
Listen to and talk about selected non-
fiction to develop a deep familiarity 
with new knowledge and vocabulary 

 

Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, 
paying attention to how they sound 
 
Learn rhymes, poems and songs and 
join in with them 

Year 1 Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can 
read independently  

 
Being encouraged to link what they 
read or hear read to their own 
experience 
 

Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them by taking turns and 
listening to what others say  
 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them 

 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently 

Learn to appreciate rhymes and 
poems, and to recite some by heart 

Year 2 Listen to, discuss and express views 
about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently.  
 
Discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words and link new meanings to 
known vocabulary discuss their 
favourite words 
 

Participate in discussion about books, 
poems & other works that are read to 
them & those that they can read for 
themselves by taking turns and 
listening to what others say  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of books, poems and 
other material, both those that they 
listen to and those that they can read 
for themselves 
 

Engage with non-fiction books that are 
structured in different way 

Continue to build up a repertoire of 
poems learnt by heart, appreciate 
these and recite some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear 

Year 3 Listen to and discussing a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of purposes 

 
 
 

Participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves by taking 
turns and listening to what others say 

 

Retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction texts 

Prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone, volume and action recognise 
some different forms of plays and 
poetry 
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Year 4 Listen to and discussing a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks  
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of purposes 

 
 
 

Participate in discussions about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves by taking 
turns and listening to what others say. 
 

Retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction texts 

Prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone, volume and action recognise 
some different forms of poetry.  

Year 5 Continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of purposes *making comparisons 
within and across books 

 
 

 

Recommend books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons for 
their choices 
 
Participate in discussions about books, 
building on their own and others’ ideas 
and challenging views courteously 
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal presentations 
and debates, 
 
Provide reasoned justifications for their 
views 

 

Distinguish between statements of fact 
and opinion 
 
Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction 

Learn a wider range of poetry by heart 
preparing poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume so that the meaning is 
clear to an audience 

Year 6 Continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of purposes *making comparisons 
within and across books 
 

Recommend books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons for 
their choices  
 
Participate in discussions about books, 
building on their own and others’ ideas 
and challenging views courteously  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal presentations 
and debates,  
 
Provide reasoned justifications for their 
views 

Distinguish between statements of fact 
and opinion  
 
Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction 

Learn a wider range of poetry by heart 
preparing poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume so that the meaning is 
clear to an audience 


