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The place for all your Heathland news! December 2021 

 

What can we do? How can we help? 

Article 5- Learn to use your rights 

Article 12- Your right to say what you think should happen and be listened to 

Article 13- Your right to information 



 

 
 

 

 

There has been a lot in the news recently about the environment. In fact, recent polls suggest that it is one of the 

issues that concern children the most. So we are going to take this opportunity to explain the issues and answer 

any questions you might have, as part of our global challenges 4, 13,, 14 and 15. 

What are the issues? 

Right now, our planet is not doing so well. Our population has boomed and 

there is an estimated 7.3 billion people living on Earth... And growing.  

With that number of people, it follows that there are more people who use  

Earth’s natural resources. We need more water, more fish and animals to 

eat and more land to live on. We mine more minerals, fossil fuel and oil.  

As our lifestyles become more advanced, we use up more energy, produce more rubbish and release more pollu-

tion into the atmosphere. 7.3 billion people need MORE from  Earth. The fact is, our planet cannot replenish the 

natural resources faster than we take it – and there are some resources, like water and oil, that cannot be replen-

ished at all. Once we use it all up... It’s gone.  

 

What is climate change? 

Climate change describes a change in the typical weather for a region - such 

as high and low temperatures and amount of rainfall - over a long period of 

time. Scientists have observed that, overall, Earth is warming. In fact, many of 

the warmest years on record have happened in the past 20 years. This rise in 

global temperature is sometimes called global warming. 

How do we know Earth’s climate is getting warmer? 

Scientists have been observing Earth for a long time. They use NASA satel-

lites and other instruments to collect many types of information about Earth's 

land, atmosphere, ocean, and ice. This information tells us that Earth's cli-

mate is getting warmer. 

 Have your say! What environmental issues do you 

think about? What do you think? 

Email us heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk to let 

us know. 



 

 
 

 

 

Why is Earth warming? 

Some of the gases in Earth’s atmosphere trap heat from the Sun - like the 

glass roof and walls of a greenhouse. These greenhouse gases keep Earth 

warm enough to live on. But human activities, such as the destruction of 

forests and burning fossil fuels, create extra greenhouse gases. This traps 

even more of the Sun’s heat, leading to a warmer Earth. 

What does carbon have to do with it? 

Carbon is in all living things on Earth. As plants and animals die, they get buried 

in the ground. After enough years, these squished underground remains can turn 

into fossil fuels, such as coal and oil. When we burn those fuels, the carbon that 

was in the ground goes into the air as a gas called carbon dioxide, or CO2. Plants 

and trees can absorb some of this extra carbon dioxide. But a lot of it stays in the 

atmosphere as a greenhouse gas that warms up the planet. 

Has the climate ever changed before? 

Yes, but this time is different. Over millions of years, Earth's climate has 

warmed up and cooled down many times. In the past, Earth often 

warmed up when the Sun was very active. But nowadays, we can care-

fully measure the Sun’s activity. We know Earth is warming now, even 

when the Sun is less active. Today, the planet is warming much faster 

than it has over human history. 

It doesn’t feel hotter where I live. Why does climate change matter? 

The average air temperatures near Earth's surface have gone up about 2 de-

grees Fahrenheit in the last century. A couple of degrees over a hundred years 

may not seem like much. However, this change can have big impacts on the 

health of Earth's plants and animals. 

What does climate change do to the ocean? 

As Earth warms, scientists has observed that sea levels are rising. This is partly 

due to melting ice. Glaciers and ice sheets are large masses of ice that sit on the 

land. As our planet warms, this ice melts and flows into the oceans. More water 

in the oceans makes sea level higher. Also, water expands as it gets warmer. So, 

warm water takes up more room in our oceans – making sea levels higher. 

The properties of ocean water are also changing. One change is called ocean acidification and it can be harmful 

for plants and animals. Scientists have observed that the ocean is becoming more acidic as its water absorbs car-

bon dioxide from the atmosphere. 



 

 
 

 

 

Why is deforestation? 

Deforestation is when forests are destroyed by cutting trees (logging) and not 

replanting them. The most common reason is to clear the land to 

make farms and ranches. They also cut trees for firewood and lumber and to 

make room for cities. 

Deforestation destroys the habitat of many animals, leading to their death and 

possible extinction. The loss is more severe in so called primary forests, which 

are forests that have yet been untouched by humans. Deforestation also re-

leases carbon. 

 
What is the problem with plastic? 

Plastic is an amazing man-made material used to make all kinds of important 

things. Bike helmets, car airbags and many medical supplies made with plas-

tic save lives, and plastic water bottles can bring clean drinking water to peo-

ple who don’t have it. 

The problem is that most of us use more plastic than we need to, and half of 

the plastic we produce is designed to be used just once and chucked away. 

This so-called ‘single-use plastic‘ is used to make all kinds of items, such as 

shopping bags, straws, food wrappers and various packaging . And because 

plastic takes over 400 years to decompose (break down), it stays in the natu-

ral world, causing damage, for a very long time. 

What can we do? How can we help? 

1.) We can reduce the amount of rubbish we throw away and the amount of 

water we use. 

2.) We can reuse things where we can, like water bottles. 

3.) We can recycle rubbish by sorting it out into bins for different materials 

like paper, plastic, tin and more. 

4.) We can walk to school or use public transport.  

5.) We can cycle more. 

6.) We can turn off lights, shut doors and switch off any electrical things 
we are not using. 

7.) We can plant trees and make the most of our gardens by growing our 
own vegetables. 

8.) We can reduce the amount of paper we use. 

9.) We can take an interest. We can be the solution. We can create, invent 
and design new things that work with the environment and think about it. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Forest
https://kids.kiddle.co/Logging
https://kids.kiddle.co/Farm
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ranch
https://kids.kiddle.co/Firewood
https://kids.kiddle.co/Lumber
https://kids.kiddle.co/City
https://kids.kiddle.co/Habitat
https://kids.kiddle.co/Carbon_sequestration


 

 
 

 

 
 

Make a difference! Play your part! Become an Eco Warrior... 

This year, we are bringing back the eco warriors!            

Have your chance to become one! Play your part and make a difference. 

Fill out the form below and email it to heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk or give it to your teacher. 

 



 

 
 

As part of our Rights Respecting Schools work, we have steering groups which help us to shape our work 

on being an effective rights respecting school, and to review our curriculum to ensure that it is diverse. 

If you are interested in being part of these groups, please speak with your class teacher.  

There will be a meeting on 19th January 3:15 – 4pm for anyone who would like to play their part. 

 

Parents/Carers - your chance to help us shape Heathland! 

Rights Respecting School Council 

As you know from our last edition, there was a competition to design a new logo for our Rights Respecting Council. 

We had hundreds of entries and it was so hard to pick a winner. Thank you to everyone who entered as all of your 

designs were amazing and we could have chosen any of them. After much debate, we managed to get our choice 

down to two. So here are our results... 

RUNNER UP- Anita (Gingko) 

Have your say! What do you think? 

Email us  

 heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk  

WINNER - Avvai (Magnolia) 

The winning design was then taken and digitally created by  

Mr Ratling. We’re pretty sure that you will all agree that it looks amazing!  

We got the chance to catch up with Avvai and ask her a little bit about her 

design. 

Why did you decide to take part in the competition? 

“I though the competition looked really interesting and that it was a great chance to 

make a change. I like art and design things.” 

Where did you get your ideas and inspiration? 

“I looked at what was around me– the Heathland logo and the UN logo. I thought  

about what was important, the community and wanted to show that with the children 

holding hands.” 



 

 
  

 

Year 6 - Remembrance assemblies 

Year 5– Building Bridges 

Other school news 

Year 6 performed a series of remembrance assemblies to 

all year groups focusing on the importance of remem-

brance and the people who played a part in some of the 

conflicts. 

We particularly looked at people from diverse back-

grounds who all fought side by side. 

George Roberts 

He was a Trinidadian soldier, firefighter and community leader in Great Britain. 

He was known as the coconut bomber as he threw bombs over enemy backlines as 

he did with coconuts as a child. 

Lilian Bader 

She was the first black woman to join the RAF. She overcame discrimination and 

racism.  She found herself, "the only coloured person in this sea of white faces", 

but "somebody told her that she looked smart in her uniform, which cheered her 

no end." After finding out that the RAF was accepting recruits with a West Indian 

background, she was enlisted with the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in 1941. She 

found herself "the only coloured person in this sea of white faces", but "somebody 

told me I looked smart in my uniform, which cheered me no end." 

In the WAAF, Bader trained as an instrument repairer, one of the new trades 

open to women. By the end of 1941, she was a Leading Aircraftwoman (LACW) 

at RAF Shawbury where she worked long hours checking for faults in the instru-

ments of the aircrafts. She soon gained the rank of Acting Corporal. 

Year 5 have held their annual competition to rival Isambard Kingdom Bru-

nel and design and build the ultimate bridge. The engineering talent this 

year was fantastic as many teams made it to the final and so there had to 

be an ultimate extra challenge! In the end, nothing could separate our 3 

final groups, who all managed to successfully load 27 cars onto their bridg-

es without their structures buckling or collapsing. What amazing engineers 

we have in Year 5! 



 

 
 

 

 
Year 2 - Making sandwiches and bug motels 

Year 3 - DEAR assemblies 

Have your say! What do you think? Email us  

 heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk  

Year 3 reminded us of the importance of reading with their brilliant DEAR (Drop every-

thing and read) assemblies. We learned why reading is so important, how it exercises our 

brains and had many recommendations of all of the different types of texts we can read. 

Finally, it was nice to just take some time to all sit quietly and just read. 

Year 2 have been busy making sandwiches and bug 

motels. 

They practiced writing instruction about how to make 

a cucumber sandwich using bossy verbs and time 

words. There was much excitement when it came to 

getting to eat their work! 

They are also really looking forward to seeing what 

might be living in their bug motels in Spring. Making 

bug motels has been part of their topic, What is life?  

Year 1 - Stories and plays 
Year 1 have been super busy  both performing, writing and creating. 

They have been designing, making and evaluating their ‘Gruffalo and 

Mouse’ hand puppets.  

In their topic ‘How are Stories told?’ they have been learning how to retell 

some traditional tales.  

Mango class perfomed ‘The Enormous Turnip’  

Cherry Class performed ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 

Acer Class performed ‘Jack And The Beanstalk’ 



 

 
 

 

 

Reception/EYFS News 

Reception have been up to all sorts of fun over the last couple of months. 

Black History Month - the children loved the African drumming session, making African necklaces and drawing pic-

tures of their heroes. One child also shared his photo of meeting Mo Farah a few weeks ago in a cafe!  

Diwali -There was lots of dancing, dressing up and celebrating the festival lights in the class. 

Remembrance Day - they made poppies in the indoor and outdoor creative area. 

Nursery and Reception children performed brilliantly in their sparkly Christmas performance of 'Our Christmas Nativi-

ty'.  

A fond farewell 

At the end of this term, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Tushaw, who has been our 

Safeguarding Lead and worked at Heathland School for 28 years. Mrs Tushaw 

has looked after children and families to make sure they have the best possible 

care and outcomes in their lives both in and out of school. We would like to take 

this opportunity to thank her for all of her years of hard work, dedication and 

passion in the role and we wish her a wonderful retirement, full of relaxation, 

travel and time with her family.  

Let’s meet...Sally Doherty (author) 

We were incredibly lucky to catch up 

with author, Sally Doherty, on the re-

lease of her new book, Toby and the 

Silver Blood Witches. Here’s what she 

had to tell us... 

My name is Sally Doherty and I’m the author of Toby and the Silver Blood Witches, suitable for 

age 9-12. 

It’s about a twelve-year-old boy called Toby who is a young carer. Since his mum fell ill two 

years ago, he has forgotten how to enjoy life and just wants to stay at home and look after her. 

But mysterious things are happening in the building behind his garden hedge. And then a 

strange woman with a broken broom and a pet bat crash-lands in his attic. Toby becomes en-

tangled in a magical adventure in which he discovers a secret city in the sky and he uncovers a 

sinister plot to experiment on witches. And along the way, he learns how to laugh again. 

I live in Surrey, south-east England, with my husband and three-legged rescue dog called Jas-

per. I suffer from ME which is the same illness as Toby’s mum. This means that I have to spend 

most of my time stuck at home. However, it also means that I have a lot of time to think up 

new stories and work through the plots. I’m currently writing the sequel to Toby and the Silver 

Blood Witches which is due out in 2022.  

If you ever read my books, I would love to hear from you! You can get in touch via my website 

www.sallydohertyauthor.com. You can also see some wonderful illustrations of my characters 

there – Toby, Witch Bumble and Witch Willow. There’s even Barnaby the bat –  the witches 

call him a fluttermouse. In fact, the witches use lots of different words. What do you think are 

summer sniffles, morph munchies and sparking hiccups? You’ll have to read Toby and the Silver 

Blood Witches to find out! 

http://www.sallydohertyauthor.com


 

 
 

 

 

     Value of the month 

Can you come up with some 

tips about how we can develop 

our resilience? 

Read this story and think about what it tells us 

about resilience. 

Have your say! What do you think? Email us  

 heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk  



 

 
 

 

Why did Elsa let go of the balloon? 

Because she let it goooooo! 

Fun, games and jokes 

 

What is a pirate’s favourite cheese? 

Chedaaaaarrrrrrrrrrgh  
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Robin. Robin 

who ?  

Robin da bank! Want to hear two short jokes and one 

long joke? 

Joke, joke, jooooke! 

1.What do Santa’s little helpers do at school? Elf-abet. 

2. What was the turkey In the pop group? Because he was the only one with drumsticks. 

3. Why does Santa have 3 gardens? So he can ‘ho ho ho’ 

4.What do you call an mean reindeer? Rude-olph 

6. Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A mince spy. 

7. Why do monkeys sing at Christmas? Jungle bells. 

8. What did Mrs Clause say to Santa when she looks up in the sky? Looks like it is rain deer. 

9.What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? A Christmas quacker 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 



 

 
 

 

Fun, games and jokes 

 

Can you spot 10 difference between 

the 2 pictures? 



 

 
 

 

Fun, games and jokes 

 



 

 
 

 

Fun, games and jokes 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Your Heathland Hub needs you... 

Share your thoughts, ideas, jokes, riddles, 

stories, any thing you want with us. 

Be in the next Heathland Hub! 

 

Email us at heathlandhub@heathland.harrow.sch.uk  

 

Next time in the Heathland Hub... 

The Leading Kingdom projects 

Mind Up/Mindfulness/Well-being 

The new year and what are our hopes for the future 


