
 

Music Skill Progression Map 
 

 Listening and Appraising 
 

Composing 
 

Performing 
 

Reading and Writing 
 

EYFS Listen to and learn a variety of rhymes 
and songs. 
 

Explore body percussion. Sing alongside music. Explore sounds made by a variety of 
instruments. 

Year 1 Use voice to explore pitch, dynamics, 
pulse, tempo and short and long 
sounds.  
Listen to songs and describe how they 
have fit into different eras of music 
Recognise the differences between 
musical genres. 
 

Use basic percussion instruments to 
create a short rhythmic piece. 
Use basic singing styles to create a 
vocal piece. 

Sing in a group and create a good 
sound by working with pitch. 
Produce a performance based on four 
notes.  

Describe what notes are and what they 
look like. 

Year 2 Recognise different types of pitch, 
dynamics, pulse, tempo and short and 
long sounds. 
Through clapping, explore the 
difference between rhythm and pulse.  
 

Develop percussion techniques to 
create more rhythmic pieces. 
Create vocal techniques to create 
varied vocal music. 

Develop ensemble skills identifying 
differences in rhythm and pulse.  

Explain how music is written on the 
stave. 

Year 3 Describe the elements of music using 
technical. 
Use the elements of music to describe 
a range of songs or performances. 
Provide feedback on the performances 
of others. 

 
 
 
 
 

Select instruments appropriately for a 
given purpose. 
Compose a short piece of music in 
response to a stimulus.  
Compose four bars of music showing 
an understanding of note value.  
Understand the composer’s intentions 
when writing a piece of music. 

Perform sequences of body percussion 
movements with control and accurate 
timing.  
Play/hum/sing as a class or group in 
two parts.  
Maintain a part in a round with 
awareness of others. Begin to perform 
rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
Follow a beat and perform in time.  

Read rhythmic notation including 
crotches, quavers, rests, minims, 
semibreves and semi quavers.  

Year 4 Compare and critique a variety of 
music using the elements of music. 
Critique self and peer performances 
using the elements of music.  

 
 
 
 

Consider the elements of music when 
composing a piece. 
Make informed decisions about the 
choice of instruments. 
Compose and improvise ostinato 
rhythms on instruments e.g. Tambo 
Bamboo  
Explain in more detail the intended 
effects of the composer’s choices. 

Hum/sing songs in parts maintain own 
part with some support. 
Sing songs with continually repeated 
parts. 
Hum/sing songs which demand greater 
control of pitch, dynamics and rhythm 
accuracy.  
Perform rhythmic and melodic patterns 
on a variety of percussion instruments.  

Read rhythmic notation including 
crotches, quavers, rests, minims, 
semibreves and semi quavers. 
Write four bars of music showing an 
understanding of note value. 
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Year 5 Begin to identify music from different 
parts of the world and points in history, 
using key features as a reference. 
Apply the elements of music when 
listening to, appraising, comparing and 
evaluating music in depth. 
Appreciate and explain the difference 
between a composer and performer.  
 

Use a range of tuned and un-tuned 
instruments to create music for a 
variety of purposes.  
Apply all the elements of music when 
composing music.  
Compose a pentatonic melody. 
Create a composition which includes a 
melody and ostinato. 

 

Confidently hum/sing a more 
demanding repertoire with harmonies, 
parts and rounds with control, 
expression, phrasing and dynamics. 
Keep in time with a group in both 
instrumental and vocal performance. 
Perform with control, dynamics and 
awareness of others.  

Read, write and understand rhythmic 
notation on a graphic score and stave. 

Year 6 Use all elements of music fluently and 
expressively when describing longer 
and more complex pieces of music. 
Use some Italian terms when talking 
about pitch, tempo, duration and 
dynamics. 
Identify and describe key figures in 
music history and their influences and 
explain their impact on society and 
other musicians. 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore, select and combine a variety 
of different sounds and instruments. 
Create music notation (e.g. crotches 
and quavers). 
Create own melodies and rhythmical 
patterns.  

Confidently sing/hum a more 
demanding repertoire with harmonies, 
parts and rounds with control, 
expression, phrasing and dynamics. 
Use a range of instruments accurately 
(e.g. given notes of chords) to create 
and perform. 

Read, write and understand rhythmic 
notation on a graphic score and stave 
– including triplet rhythm, staccato 
rhythm and negative rhythm.  


