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Topic: What impact do plastics have on the Earth?  Year 5 Strand: Global Knowledge  

Human/physical Geography 

What should I already know? 

• 7 seas, 5 oceans and 7 Continents  KS1/LKS2 

• The 5 climate zones Y3/Y4 

• Waterbodies and Rivers Y4/Y5 

• The UK trades with countries around the world 

(import/export) Y4 

• Sustainability is the process of avoiding depletion 

of natural resources Y4 

• The impact of climate change Y4 

What effect does plastics have     

on water bodies?  

Vocabulary 

Sustainable 

development 

change that respects the natural envi-

ronment and doesn’t harm future gener-

ations  

land use:  what land is used for (such as housing, 

recreation, farming, etc.) 

environment The environment includes everything 

living and everything nonliving.   

environmental-

ist 

a person who is concerned about or ad-

vocates protecting the environment  

Pollution  Pollution is anything that makes the 

earth dirty and unhealthy. Land, air, and 

Import  foreign goods and services bought by 

residents of a country  

Estuary Where a river meets the ocean and the 

river and ocean mix 

Tributary A river or stream flowing into a larger 

river or lake  

Contamination  the action or state of making or being 

made impure by polluting or poisoning.  

Climate 

change  

Climate change is a change in the usual 

weather found in a place.   

Climate The weather conditions of an area  

What are the names of the 5 oceans?  

What is pollution? 

Pollution is the name given for any-

thing that harms or has poisonous ef-

fects on the environment. It is usually 

a side effect of modern life.  

The plastic breaks down into smaller 

chunks, which eventually become tiny 

‘micro plastics’  

It contaminates the waterways, like 

rivers, streams and canals.  

It gathers in huge ‘garbage patches’ in 

the oceans.  

It can choke wildlife.  
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Greta Thunberg is a Swedish 

environmental activist who is 

known for challenging world 

leaders to take immediate ac-

tion for climate change. When 

she was eight, she started 

learning about climate 

change. The more she 

learned, the more baffled she 

became as to why so little 

was being done about it.  

What are some of the facts about plastic pollution? 

Around 8 million pieces of plastic pollution enter our 

waterways each day. 

Environmental activist of interest 

Where does our plastic waste end up locally? 

The River Ouse 

The River Trent  

The River Severn 

The River Wye 

The River Thames 

Where does our plastic waste end up globally? 

Roughly two-thirds of plastic waste in the UK is 

sent overseas to be recycled - in part, to reduce 

costs  

China imported most of the world's plastic waste. 

Due to concerns about contamination and pollu-

tion, it announced it would no longer buy recycled 

plastic scrap. 

Malaysia, Turkey, Poland and Indonesia now   

imports the excess waste.  

There are around 5.2 TRILLION microplastic floating 

in the ocean! 

Plastic pollution causes harm to our marine life and 

environment.  

73% of beach litter is plastic.  
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What skills am I developing?  

To use maps to locate countries   

To analyse arguments of sustainability and use 

evidence to offer my own judgements  

To produce reports about my findings, including 

a range of diagrams and mapping work.  

To discuss the effect of importing waste on the 

environment (climate and population) 

To identify different water bodies and discuss 

the impact of pollution 

To use geographical terms to describe the impact 

of plastic pollution and it’s long term effects on 

land use 

Where will my learning take me next? 

I will also learn to apply knowledge of continents and countries and skills of 

observing, analysing and reporting to explore biomes around the world Y6  

Sunlight and heat cause 

the plastic to release powerful 

greenhouse gases. Green house 

gases causes the temperature to 

change. As our climate changes, 

the planet gets hotter, the plastic 

breaks down and releases more 

chemicals, increasing the rate of 

climate change. 

How do plastics impact the environment?  How can people reduce        

Conserve  

Reuse  

Recycle  

Donate to others  


