History
Topics: What do I want to be when I grow up?
What should I already know?

Year 2

Strand: Significant events beyond living memory

Where did the fire start?

Vocabulary

•

London is located in the UK Y2

past

The time bore now e.g. Yesterday, last year

•

Names of common materials and what they look and feel like Y1

present

The period of time occurring now

•

History is the study of past events Y1

history

The study of things that happened in the past

timeline

The order in which events occurred

year

A unit measurement (365 days)

decade

10 years

century

100 years

How did the fire spread?

The fire of London started in a bakery in Pudding
Lane on 2nd September 1666

How do we know about the fire?
It hadn’t rained for months so the city was very dry. Lots of people had
houses made from wood which burns easily. Houses were also built too
close together and there was no organised fire brigade.

There was no official fire service/brigade – the general
public helped to put out the fire.

We know a lot
about the fire as a
result of Samuel
Pepys diaries.

eye-witness A person who has seen an event occur

What was the effect of the fire?
13,200 houses were destroyed by the fire and
70,000 people were left homeless. Many left London to live elsewhere and some slept in tents.
Many people were left homeless and much of
London needed to be rebuilt.
After the fire, King Charles II made a decree that
houses should be further apart and made from
stone. An organised Fire Brigade was also established.

History
Topics: What do I want to be when I grow up?
What key changes have occurred since 1666?

Year 2

Strand: Significant events beyond living memory

St Paul's is now one of London's most
iconic buildings, but in 1666 it looked very
past
different.

Vocabulary
The time bore now e.g. Yesterday, last year

present

The period of time occurring now

history

The study of things that happened in the past

timeline

The order in which events occurred

year

A unit measurement (365 days)

decade

10 years

century

100 years

eye-witness A person who has seen an event occur

What was the effect of the fire?
The 1667 Rebuilding Act aimed to eradicate risks which
had helped the fire take hold, including restrictions on upper floors of houses no longer being permitted to jut out
over the floor below.

The medieval cathedral, which was
more than 500 years old when the fire
broke out, had suffered years of neglect
and was even used by Oliver Cromwell
as a stable for his horses.

The Great Fire of London led to the
modern insurance industry we know today."

13,200 houses were destroyed by the fire and
70,000 people were left homeless. Many left London to live elsewhere and some slept in tents.
Many people were left homeless and much of
London needed to be rebuilt.
After the fire, King Charles II made a decree that
houses should be further apart and made from
stone. An organised Fire Brigade was also established.

History
Topics: How has London changed since 1666?
What were the first fire services like?

Year 2

Strand: Significant events beyond living memory

The Metropolitan Fire Brigade was
formed in 1866 with Captain Eyre Massey Shaw as Superintendent. Under his
direction steam fire engines and more
fire stations built.

After The Great Fire, the first fire insurance company called the, “The Fire
Office”, was established in 1667 by
Nicholas Barbon.

To create a timeline to describe the
events of the Great Fire of London.
To compare and contrast how firefighting has changed over time.

Firefighters in modern day have many
new challenges from dealing with the
demands of fires caused by modern
living. The fire service have to constantly design new equipment and procedures to suit modern way of life.

Who was Samuel Pepy?
Then, in 1699, the Hand in Hand
Company formed its own Fire
Brigade .

What skills am I developing?

To recognize how secondary
sources of information are used.
To use key vocabulary to explain
events and evidence to back up my
explanations.

Samuel Pepys survived the Great
Plague of 1665.
He also saw the Great Fire of London
in 1666. It destroyed 13,000 houses.
We know lots about these two events
from his diary.

Where will my learning take me next?
I will learn to identify significant events that occurred in the past and use a timeline
more confidently to place events in chronological order.Y3.

