
History/Geography 

Topic: Who had power at sea in Early Modern 

history? 

Year 6 Strand: Human geography/history depth study 

What should I already know?  

• 7 seas, 5 oceans and 7 Conti-

nents KS1/LKS2   

• The 5 climate zones Y3/Y4  

• Waterbodies and Rivers Y4/Y5  

• Co-ordinates of latitude and lon-

gitude can be used to find places 

around the world Y5 

• The UK trades with countries 

around the world (import/export) 

Y4 

• Some effects of the transatlantic 

slave trade Y5  

• The slave trades influence on   

industrial revolution Y5 

The fire of London started in a bakery in 

Pudding Lane on 2nd September 1666  

Caribbean  The region consisting of the Caribbean Sea, its islands 

(including the West Indies), and the surrounding coasts  

Economy  The state of a country or region in terms of the production and 

consumption of goods and services and the supply of money.  

Import  A commodity, article, or service brought in from abroad for sale  

Export  A product or service sold abroad.  

Longitude  To find out how far east or west a place is, lines of longitude are 

used. These lines run from the top of the Earth to the bottom. 

Latitude  To find out how far north or south a place is, lines of latitude are 

used. These lines run parallel to the Equator  

Pirate  Someone who, for private gain, attacks or plunders ships at sea 

or raids coastal settlements.  

Account  A report or description of an event or experience.  

Trade 

routes 

A long-distance route along which goods are   transported  

Naval  Of or belonging to a ship, or, as now commonly adopted, to the 

royal navy 

Vocabulary 

 

The Caribbean includes the Caribbean 

Sea and all of the islands located to the;  

• Southeast of the Gulf of Mexico 

• East of Central America and Mexico 

• North of South America. 

Where is the Caribbean? 

• The Greater 

Antilles. 

• The Lesser 

Antilles. 

• Sea. 

• Coral Reefs. 

• Limestone 

Plateaus. 

• Rainforests. 

• Volcanoes 

What are the physical  

features of the Caribbean? 
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The islands in the Caribbean are also sometimes referred to as the West Indies. Christopher Columbus 

thought he had reached the Indies (Asia) on his voyage to find another route there. Instead he had 

reached the Caribbean. The Caribbean was named the West Indies to account for Columbus' mistake.  

The 18th Century saw many countries trying to colonize the islands. Because of this, Caribbean culture is 

very similar to those of Africa, India and many countries in Europe.  

The most populated islands in the Caribbean are Haiti and the Dominican Republic, as well as Cuba.  

The era of piracy in the Caribbean began in the 1500s and phased out in the 1830s after the navies of 

the nations of Western Europe and North America with colonies in the Caribbean began combating      

pirates. The period during which pirates were most successful was from the 1660s to 1730. 

Key pointers about the  history of the Caribbean  What did trade look like in 16th Century? 

Sugar was the first significant commercial crop of 

the 16th-century Caribbean. Like gold mining, the 

introduction of sugar cultivation had a considerable 

impact on many aspects of life . 

By the middle of the 16th century following the arrival of 

Europeans a demographic transformation occurred.  

Many local people fled  to different islands and into moun-

tainous interiors to escape the demands of the Europeans.  

Growing numbers of Africans were also taken to the Carib-

bean which further changed the demographics of the       

region.   

What impact did Europeans have on the indigenous            

people of the Caribbean? 
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What led to piracy in the Caribbean? 

Piracy in the Caribbean resulted from groups of 

Europeans, mostly English, Dutch and French, 

who were marooned or ship wrecked. 

 

To use different sources to investigate life in the 

past  

To form judgements of the reliability and validity of  

different accounts.  

To analyze and compare key changes within trade 

overtime  

To explain the impact of piracy and trading 

What skills am I developing?  

Where will my learning take me next? 

I will learn to explore ideas, political power, industry and empire of Britain between 

1745-1901  KS3  

What other names were pirates referred to 

as? 

They were called buccaneers as well, from the 

French "boucanier" (to smoke meat).  

 

How did buccaneers seize ships? 

By setting up smokey fires and boucans with pre-

pared meat of marooned cattle they could get a 

ship to draw near for trading, at which time the 

buccaneers could seize the ship.  

Significant female pirates across the world  

during  the 16th Century 

Grace O'Malley   1530–1603  

"The Sea Queen of Connaught"  

 

Sayyida al Hurra 1510-1542 

Western Mediterranean Sea   

 

Lady Mary Killigrew  1530—1570 

Rocky coasts of Cornwall  

Famous Caribbean pirates 

 

 

 

 

Blackbeard is said to be one of the most notori-

ous captains and famous pirate of all time.  His 

deeds, behavior and a terrifying image made 

him a perfect villain, who harassed many ships 

Research more! 

 

How reliable are 

 these accounts? 
To critique the impact Europeans had on the Carib-

bean 

http://www.thewayofthepirates.com/famous-pirates/

