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ART AND DESIGN POLICY 

 
What is our philosophy? 

 

At the Heathland Whitefriars Federation, we believe that the subject of art and design helps 

to foster children’s creativity and gives them the opportunity to express and celebrate 

feelings, ideas, attitudes and values. This subject gives children the opportunity to develop 

their skills using a wide range of art materials, develop their critical thinking skills and 

discover new ways of communicating. Art and design lends itself to enriching, extending and 

consolidating learning in a variety of curriculum contexts. Our art and design lessons are 

designed to engage, inspire and challenge all children. Children learn to explore how art and 

design reflect and shape history and contribute to the culture, creativity and prosperity of the 

nation. 

 

Article 29: You have the right to become the best that you can be. 

 
 

What is our aim? 

 

We aim to provide pupils with the opportunities to communicate their ideas through their 

artwork using a range of media as appropriate to their age and key stage. Through cross-

curricular links, pupils will learn to create pieces of artwork by developing their confidence in 

using a wide range of materials across the strands of drawing, marking-making and 

sketching, painting and printing, and other media (including sculpture). We aim to develop 

imaginative thinking in children and enable them to discuss and evaluate what they like and 

what they would like to improve upon when creating a piece of art. They are invited to 

respond to the work of artists from history and contemporary artists through the creation of 

their own works. In addition to developing their art skills, children learn subject-specific 

vocabulary and how to talk about their own art and the art of others.  

 

 

Article 13: You have the right to have information.  

 

 

What is our approach to teaching and learning? 

 

Our art and design curriculum has been developed to link projects to the half-termly topics 

being studied in each year group. In all art and design learning, pupils learn key vocabulary 

and develop and build upon their skills in different media. Sketchbooks are used in order to 

allow pupils to experiment with and practise techniques as well as to develop designs for 

two- and three-dimensional artwork. Teachers deliver lessons which provide pupils with the 

opportunities to develop their substantive and disciplinary knowledge through each strand of 

the art curriculum. Learning in each year group is designed to build upon prior knowledge. 

From KS1, children start learning about the elements of art: colour, line, shape, pattern, 

texture, form and space. They apply these elements within their work in drawing, painting 

and sculpture. In KS2, pupils build upon their use of the elements of art further with a greater 



 
emphasis on recording observations, reviewing and revisiting their ideas. Furthermore, 

pupils in all year groups learn about a range of artists, including artists from other cultures 

and women artists, as their work relates to different topics and particular projects. Children 

critically evaluate their own work and that of others and have the opportunity to make 

improvements to their artwork. Our curriculum characters are a tool which supports us to 

focus on the disciplinary skills necessary for progress in the subject. 

 

How do we assess pupils? 

 

We aim that by the end of each key stage pupils will understand and be able to apply 

knowledge, understanding and the skills needed to engage with the different strands of our 

art and design curriculum: drawing, mark-making and sketching, painting and printing, other 

media, as well as conceptual understanding (learning through the work of artists). Through 

observations of children working during lessons, teachers are able to assess progress made 

in art and design. Teachers record progress made against the question for learning for that 

lesson. Progression is monitored through regular and consistent use of dialogue, tailored 

questioning, intervention feedback and whole class feedback. Pupils are also actively 

involved in evaluating their work and thinking about possible improvements. Sketchbooks 

are looked at in order to examine the designing and experimentation that helped lead pupils 

to the final project. At the end of the project, children undertake an informal ‘critique’ of their 

learning that focuses upon an evaluation of and discussion about the finished artwork. 

Moreover, finished art pieces are consistently celebrated in school through wall displays, 

display cases and art exhibitions open to the wider school community.  

 

Article 28: You have the right to learn and go to school 

 

Resources 

 

We offer a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of art and design. 

Children have access to a range of specialised equipment to support their learning in this 

subject, including: a range of drawing materials, watercolour and tempera paints, printing ink 

and rollers, air dry clay, collage materials, fabrics and felt. Children are encouraged at all 

times to respect and care for their working environment, selecting, using, storing and 

returning their own materials and equipment tidily, safely and with regard to economy of use. 
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