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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

 

What is our philosophy? 

 

At the Heathland Whitefriars Federation, we believe that design and technology helps to 

prepare children for the developing world. The subject encourages children to become 

creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. Teachers inspire their 

pupils to develop their investigating, designing, making and evaluating skills by thinking and 

intervening creatively. 

 

Article 29: You have the right to become the best that you can be 

 

What is our aim? 

 

We aim to provide pupils with the opportunities to communicate their ideas through 

discussion, illustrations, learning aids and where possible integrate the use of ICT software 

to assist our designing and making. Through cross-curricular links, pupils will learn to design 

purposeful and innovative products which incorporate enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose. 

We aim to develop imaginative thinking in children and enable them to discuss and evaluate 

what they like and dislike when designing and making. Pupils are taught to use a range of 

tools, equipment and materials to perform practical tasks. We encourage pupils to learn to 

recognise hazards and risks when using a range of tools and equipment through the 

discussion of rules of safety. 

 

Article 13: You have the right to information 

 

What is our approach to teaching and learning? 

 

In all design and technology learning, we will follow a set of stages which is known as ‘The 

Design Process’. This process will allow children to develop, create and construct an idea to 

make an outcome. Teachers deliver lessons which provide pupils with the opportunities to 

develop their substantive and disciplinary knowledge throughout each topic. Learning in 

cooking and nutrition is planned to build upon previous knowledge and also offer the 

opportunity to do so in a range of contexts for example in KS1 fine motor skills are taught 

within food preparation such as chopping and slicing and in Key Stage 2 children will apply 

these skills when cooking their own meal.  Teachers ensure that the children apply their 

knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, making products and then 

evaluating them using technical language. Children critically evaluate their own work and 

that of others and have the opportunity to make improvements to their design. Our 

curriculum characters are a tool which supports us to focus on the disciplinary skills 

necessary for progress in the subject. 

 

How do we assess pupils? 

 



 
We aim that by the end of each key stage pupils will understand and be able to apply 

knowledge, understanding and the skills needed to engage in the design and making 

process (specified in the Design and Technology programme of study.) 

Through observations of children working during lessons, teachers are able to assess 

progress made in design and technology. Teachers’ record progress made against the 

question for learning for that lesson. Progression is monitored through regular and consistent 

use of dialogue, tailored questioning and intervention marking and whole class feedback. 

Pupils are also actively involved in evaluating their work and thinking about possible 

improvements. At the end of the project, children undertake a review of their learning that 

focuses upon an evaluation of the finished product and an overview of the various tasks 

undertaken which contributes to teacher’s assessment information. 

 

Article 28: You have the right to learn and go to school 

 

Resources 

 

We offer a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of design and 

technology, including understanding and applying the principles of a healthy and varied diet. 

Children have access to a range of specialised equipment to support the implementation of 

the design process, including: beebots, sewing equipment, cutting boards, jack corners and 

ramps. Children are encouraged at all times to respect and care for their working 

environment, selecting, using, storing and returning their own materials and equipment tidily, 

safely and with regard to economy of use. 
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