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What is our philosophy?              

Article 29: Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. 
It should also help you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect 
other people.  

 
At the Heathland School our belief is that Humanities learning should promote a curiosity about 

our world; ensuring children develop an appreciation and understanding of cultures and 

diversity which incorporates both Britain and the wider world. Within this, they will develop a 

sense of time and place within the world and recognise their contribution to it. This will help 

them prepare for life beyond school, in which they will become global citizens who will 

contribute to and develop our society. 

What are our aims? 

The Humanities faculty encourages curiosity through use of questioning and are dedicated to 

ensuring all pupils receive opportunities to learn through enquiry. We promote learning 

experiences that incorporate a range of thinking tools as this supports our pupils in fostering 

an inquisitive mindset and further develops and promotes critical thinking in all areas of our 

curriculum.  

We aim for all our pupils to learn many transferrable skills that will support them throughout 

their years of education. We do this by delivering learning experiences that develop a strong 

understanding of the disciplines of history and geography as well as prioritising key knowledge 

in order for children to do this. Our pupils will be taught to seek evidence from a range of 

sources, scrutinising its validity and offering their own opinions and perspectives on past and 

current historical debates. They will become confident in comparing and contrasting, analysing 

trends and working with data. Throughout the years of study, our young explorers will be 

encouraged to consider the impact of people on the environment and events throughout 

different periods of time. By the end of their study, children will be able to develop perspective 

and explore processes relevant to the history and geography of our planet. 

What is our approach to teaching and learning?  

Planning 

Geography and History is taught through a creative and innovative topic-based curriculum 

where we make careful decisions that consider content, depth and emphasis Half-termly 

planning sessions ensure that the coverage is thorough and consistent across the year groups 

to develop excellent, thought-provoking content in their topic planning alongside a 

developmental, progressive curriculum. The Humanities Faculty leaders support this planning 

and aim to ensure progression is developed across the curriculum and is built upon year on 

year. 

 

What does our curriculum offer?  

The Heathland Whitefriars Federation takes guidance from the National Curriculum and offers 

a rich History and Geography Curriculum that is tailored to supporting progression in children’s 
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understanding of the world and its history.  Our topics provide the opportunity for children to 

embed subject specific vocabulary in both history and geography and builds on pupil’s cultural 

capital through trips and visits.   

We ensure that a broad exploration of local, British and world history and geography is carried 

out. Children in the EYFS begin to develop their understanding of the world though adults 

‘guiding children to make sense of the physical world and their community.’ (EYFS Statutory 

Framework 2021) Opportunities are provided for the children to talk about their family, 

significant events in their own experience and their cultural background. They also begin to 

develop chronological understanding about the events in their own lives through storytelling 

and celebrations. 

Progression into KS1 then focuses on more specific geographical and historical study such 

as; changes within living memory, learning about key events beyond living memory as well as 

studying significant individuals and historical events. In KS2, our topics are designed to equip 

pupils with the skills to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh-up evidence and 

develop a rounded perspective and judgement. Children will investigate ancient civilisations, 

changes in Britain throughout history, complete a local history study and consider how key 

concepts such as civilisation and society have changed over time. Throughout our topics we 

strive to develop pupil’s ability to question; think critically in relation to current issues; evaluate 

evidence; show an understanding of change; engage with the world; give their own 

perspective; make connections; describe processes and analyse data. Repeated encounters 

with key concepts ensure they develop a knowledge about the past and present and 

understand how historians and geographers investigate the world. Our curriculum characters 

are a tool which supports us to focus on the disciplinary skills necessary for progress in the 

subject. 

How do we assess pupils? 

Humanities learning is teacher assessed and considers children’s engagement and 

understanding of their topic. Progression is monitored through regular and consistent use of 

dialogue, tailored questioning and intervention marking and whole class feedback. We monitor 

the impact of what pupils learn through use of specific critical thinking questions that are 

designed to assess the progress of historical and geographical thinking. This provides 

opportunities for teachers to reflect on outcomes and plan subsequent lessons to ‘Next step’ 

and learning activities. Our thorough implementation of our curriculum and assessment 

provides pupils with the opportunity to improve their historical and geographical knowledge 

and understanding. We ensure our start and end points in each topic are reviewed and 

revisited to help track progress. 

 

Resources 

Heathland has an up to date supply of atlases, maps, navigation tools and specific topic 

related resources. Exposure to historical wonders and geographical location is encouraged 

within the classroom. One of our most important resources is engaging with local visitors and 

organising a wide range of educational visits, these are planned to ensure children are 
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exposed to a wide range of cultural capital opportunities and are progressive in their focus, for 

example the planning of fieldwork as children move through the school. 
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