
 

Reading & Comprehension Progression Map 
 

 Reading Word Meaning Understanding   Inference 

EYFS Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short 
words made up of known letter– 
sound correspondences 
 
Read some letter groups that each 
represent one sound and say sounds 
for them 
 
Read a few common exception words 
matched to the school’s phonic 
programme 
  
Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known letter–
sound correspondences and, where 
necessary, a few exception words 
 
Re-read these books to build up their 
confidence in word reading, their 
fluency and their understanding and 
enjoyment 
 
Work within phonics groups to 
consolidate set 1 and set 2 sounds, 
and green words 

 

Learn new vocabulary in relation to 
daily routine and topic of learning 
 
Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts to communicate wants, 
needs and feelings 
 
Use new vocabulary that has been 
learnt in continuous provision 
activities 

Listen to and talk about stories to 
build familiarity and understanding 
 
Make links between books and new 
experiences 

 

Year 1 Apply phonic knowledge to decode 
words 
 
Speedily read all 40+ letters/groups 
for 40+ phonemes  
 
Read accurately by blending taught 
RWI 
 

Discussing word meanings, linking 
new meanings to those already 
known 

Draw on what they already know or 
on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 
be encouraged to link what they read 
or hear read to their own experiences  
 
Check that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correct 
inaccurate reading answer simple 

Discuss the significance of the title and 
events make inferences on the basis 
of what is being said and done 
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Read common exception words  
Read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -
ed, etc.) 
 
Read taught multisyllable words 
containing taught RWI 
 
Read contractions and understanding 
use of apostrophes 
 
Read aloud phonically-decodable 
texts 
 

retrieval questions about a text and 
find evidence to support answers 

Year 2 Secure phonic decoding until reading 
is fluent  
 
Read accurately by blending, 
including alternative sounds for 
graphemes  
 
Read multisyllable words containing 
these graphemes  
 
Read common suffixes  
 
Read exception words, noting 
unusual correspondences  
 
Read most words quickly & accurately 
without overt sounding and blending 
 

Discussing and clarifying the 
meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary 
 
Discussing their favourite words and 
phrases 

Discuss the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information 
are related draw on what they already 
know or on background information 
and vocabulary provided by the 
teacher make links between a current 
book and those already read check 
that the text makes sense to them as 
they read and correct accurate 
reading 

Make inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done answer and 
ask questions 

Year 3 Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes, both to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words they meet 
 
Read further exception words, noting 
the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the word 

Using dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words that they have read 

Check that the text makes sense to 
them, discuss their understanding and 
explain the meaning of words in 
context 
 
Ask questions to improve their 
understanding of a text 
 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. 
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Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these identify morals and messages 
in a story 
 

Year 4 Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes, both to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words they meet. 
  
Read further exception words, noting 
the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the word 

 
 
 

Use dictionaries to check the meaning 
of words that they have read 

Check that the text makes sense to 
them, discuss their understanding and 
explain the meaning of words in 
context  
 
Ask questions to improve their 
understanding of a text  
 
Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these identify morals and messages 
in a story 
 

Draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence 

Year 5 Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and etymology), both to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words that they find 

 
 
 

 

To discuss vocabulary used by the 
author to create effect including 
figurative language 
 
To evaluate the use of authors’ 
language and explain how it has 
created an impact on 
the reader. 

Check that the book makes sense to 
them, discuss their understanding and 
explore the meaning of words in 
context  
 
Ask questions to improve their 
understanding  
 
Summarise the main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph, 
identifying key details to support the 
main ideas 
 

Draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence 

Year 6 Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and etymology), both to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words that they find 
 
 
 

To analyse and evaluate the use of 
language, including figurative 
language and how it is used for effect, 
using technical terminology such as 
metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, 
style and effect 

Check that the book makes sense to 
them, discuss their understanding and 
explore the meaning of words in 
context  
 
Ask questions to improve their 
understanding  
 

Draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence 
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Summarise the main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph, 
identifying key details to support the 
main ideas 


