
 

Geography Progression Map 

 Locational and place 
knowledge 

Human Features Physical Features Fieldwork Communication 

EYFS Discuss places where they live 
or the natural  
world. 

Explore detailed features of objects 
in their own environment.  
Talk about some of the things they 
have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects.  

Interpret trends and 
patterns of growth, decay 
and changes over time.  
 

Identify routes around the 
school and observe 
changes to natural 
environments overtime. 

Use modelling to build or draw 
maps of school or area. 

Year 1 Locate and identify UK countries 
and capital cities.  
Form geographical questions 
e.g. What is it like to live in this 
place? 

Identify key human features 
including; city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house and shop. 
Classify buildings. 

Identify physical features 
including; beach, coast, 
forest, mountain, sea, 
river, season: weather. 

Explore local routes and 
identify basic features of a 
map.  

Choose effective recording and 
presentation methods e.g. 
tables to collect data. Begin to 
express own views of places 
and environment. 

Year 2 Identify continents and make 
predictions of the hottest and 
coldest places in the world.  
Explain the purpose of a capital 
city and form opinions on how 
this affects population size.  
Study pictures of the localities in 
the past and present. 

Identify and explain human features 
including; city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop. 

Identify physical features, 
including; beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather. 

Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map 

Communicate findings in 
different ways e.g. reports, 
graphs, sketches, diagrams, 
pictures.  

Year 3 Locate and identify countries 
within South America. 
Locate the Equator, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. 
Identify countries surrounding 
these lines and discuss different 
climate zones.  
Analysing change of localities in 
the past and present overtime. 

Use maps to identify similarities and 
differences between cities. Formulate 
questions relating to settlements and 
investigate cause and effect to 
changes of land use overtime.  
Explore rural and urban land use and 
effects on natural environments. 

Identify the features of 
different landforms.  
Apply knowledge of 
landforms to reading map 
keys to identify 
mountainous, hilliest and 
flattest areas.   
Compare and contrast 
physical features of 
regions within the UK. 

Use locational language 
to describe the location of 
points on a map of the 
local area. 
Use coordinates to show 
where key features are on 
a map. 
 

Record findings through digital 
photographs, reports, graphs, 
detailed sketches, annotated 
diagrams and questions.  

Year 4 Identify the different 
hemispheres on a map. Use the 
compass points to direct and 
locate. Locate and label different 
countries/continents in the 
Northern and Southern 
hemisphere. 

 
 

Discuss the effects of extreme 
weather, exploring settlements and 
spatial variation. 
Identify main economies. Compare 
and contrast past and present trade. 
Form judgements of cause and effect 
to changes in trade.  Identify trade 
links around the world and explore 
where food comes from.  

Locate places in the world 
where volcanoes occur. 
Understand and be able 
to communicate in 
different ways the cause 
of volcanoes and the 
process that occurs 
before a volcano erupts.   

Identify local features on a 
map and begin to 
experiment with four 
figure grid references, 
using them to locate and 
describe local features. 

Formulate and conduct 
surveys. 
Devise a map using 
recognised symbols to mark 
out local areas of interest. 
Choose effective recording and 
presentation methods. Present 
data in an appropriate way 
using keys to make data clear. 
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Draw conclusions from the 
data. 
Discuss and debate fair trade. 

Year 5 Use atlases/maps to describe 
and locate places using 4 figure 
grid references. 
Study photographs and maps of 
different locations in the UK and 
ask geographical questions e.g. 
How was the land used in the 
past? How has it changed? 
What made it change? How may 
it continue to change?  

Classify, explain and defend human 
features of an area.  
Reflect on the impact of trade within 
an area and generate ideas for cause 
and effect. 
Discuss land use and draw 
conclusions about the reasons for 
this based on the human inhabitants 
and changing needs. Recognise how 
people can improve or damage the 
environment. 

Locate largest urban 
areas on a map and use 
geographical symbols e.g. 
contours to identify flattest 
and hilliest areas of the 
continent.   

Use an OS map to plan 
contrasting routes. Make 
fields notes/observational 
notes about land features.  
Identify local features on a 
map and begin to 
experiment with six figure 
grid references, using 
them to locate and 
describe local features. 

Report on the effects of 
environmental change on 
themselves and others. Select 
methods for collecting, 
presenting and analysing data. 
Analyse evidence and draw 
conclusions. 

Year 6 Understand the significance of 
Latitude and longitude. 
Use 6 figure grid references to 
identify countries and cities in 
the world, the main mountain 
ranges and the longest rivers. 
Understand how these features 
may have changed over time.  
Understand the term ‘biome’ and 
make suggestions for places in 
the world which may be biomes.  

Compare land use, economic activity 
and distribution of natural resources.  
Understand how decisions about 
places and environments affect the 
quality, and future quality, of people’s 
lives. 
 

Recognise biomes as 
tundra, desert, grassland 
and rain forest and use 
maps to judge which 
areas are biomes e.g. 
very green areas could be 
rainforests, flat pale ones 
could be deserts. 

Draw a variety of thematic 
maps based on my own 
data. Compare satellite 
images, aerial 
photographs and maps 
covering a period of time. 
Plan, prepare and carry 
out an investigation. 
Explore and communicate 
different routes to school. 

Choose ways to communicate 
data.  
Understand different peoples’ 
views on geographical issues 
including the reasons 
influencing their view and form 
independent judgements. 


