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What is our philosophy in R.E.?  

 
  
Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion 
 

 
Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most 
fundamental questions asked by people. In the Heathland Whitefriars Federation we develop 
the children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths.  
 
We enable children to develop a sound knowledge not only of their own faith and beliefs but 
also of other world religions, including those that are the main faiths of children and staff within 
our schools. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual 
knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about 
religions. 
 
What is our aim?  
 

  
Article 13: Your right to information.  
 

• develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 
• develop knowledge and understanding of their own beliefs and faiths and other major 

world religions and value systems found in Britain; 
• develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition; 
• be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the 

fundamental questions of life; 
• develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural 

differences in Britain today; 
• develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned 

judgements about religious issues; 
• have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society. 

 
The legal position of religious education 
 
The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our schools’ spiritual, moral and 
social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our schools’ RE curriculum is 
based on SACRE guidance and the Harrow LEA’s Agreed Syllabus and it meets all the 
requirements set out in that document. The Education Reform Act 1988 (ERA) states that the 
RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main 
Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of 
other major religions.  
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What is our approach to teaching and learning?  
 

  
Article 29: Your right to become the best that you can be. 
 

 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE 
allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas 
and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of 
values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think 
about their own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE 
curriculum. 
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and 
extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We aim to invite people of 
different faiths or parents into school to talk to the children about special events / celebrations 
within their religion. Our central key school Values include respect and tolerance and as such 
we help our pupils to learn from each other in terms of their faith and beliefs and the things 
that cause them to wonder. 
 
Educational Visits 

 
  
Article 13: Your right to have information 
 

Every year group will visit at least one place of worship during the academic year. When they 
leave the Federation, children will have experienced a place of worship for each of the 6 major 
world faiths. We visit places of worship as guests and learners NOT as worshippers. 
We also welcome experts and leaders from some key faiths including visits from a local vicar 
and Imam.  
 
Planning 
 

  
Article 28: Every child has the right to learn and go to school. 
 

We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Harrow’s LEA’s Agreed 
Syllabus. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning. 
We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each 
RE topic, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the 
children an increasing challenge and as they move through the schools. Knowledge organiser 
and topic maps allow us to ensure consistency when planning and that knowledge is built as 
children move through the school. We plan provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the lesson to the pupil’s learning needs. Our curriculum 
characters are a tool which supports us to focus on the disciplinary skills necessary for 
progress in the subject. 
 
In the Foundation Stage, children may begin to explore the world of religion in terms of special 
people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They listen to and 
talk about stories. They are introduced to religious words where appropriate and use their 
senses in exploring religions and beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They reflect on 
their own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their 
appreciation and wonder of the world in which they live. Religious Education can make an 
active contribution to all areas but has a particularly important contribution to make to: PSED, 
Communication and Language and Understanding of the World. 
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Teaching encourages children to make links between the questions and discussions that arise 
about different religions, and wider questions and debates that arise in the world, helping them 
to reflect on moral and ethical issues. We enhance children’s social development by helping 
them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural, multi-faith society. Children explore a variety 
of issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing are developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 
 
How do we assess pupils?  
 
Religious education involves learning about and learning from the religion. The children’s 
learning outcomes are recorded and portfolios are kept showing examples of religious 
education which shows the coverage of these two main strands. Progression maps and the 
RE coverage document are used to support planning and assessment including next steps 
for children and their learning. Pupil voice is a key tool in planning for next steps and 
gathering key assessment information in order to tailor future learning. 
  
Resources 
 
We have a wide variety of resources in our school to be able to teach the lessons approved 
by the Harrow Scheme of work. Religious artefacts are used to inspire and develop the 
teaching and learning. 
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