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 The E.Y.F.S covers Nursery and Reception

 It’s the framework which sets the standard for the learning, development and 

care of children from birth to five years old.

 The curriculum emphasises learning that is based on play and first-hand 

experiences. It is based on the idea that children need to use concrete 

experiences to provide the building blocks of their learning.

 Activities are planned around the children’s interests and needs as they 

develop skills and become more independent learners.

 It identifies seven areas of learning which link to KS1.

What is the E.Y.F.S?



The four principles of the EYFS 

The Unique Child

Enabling 

environments

Positive 

relationships

Learning and 

development

Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning. 

Our learning environment is one that caters to each individual child's 

needs and gives them the freedom to expand their knowledge and 

development.

Children are encouraged to be strong and independent when 

required, forming the basis for positive relationships with adults and 

peers. 

By following the EYFS 7 areas of learning, both Prime and Specific, 

each child will be taught a range of skills to aid their physical and 

mental development.



Characteristics of effective learning
Not “JUST PLAY”! 

PLAYING & EXPLORING

Finding out & exploring

Being willing to have a go.

Playing with what they know.

ACTIVE LEARNING

Being involved and concentrating.

Keep on trying.

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do.

CREATIVE & THINKING CRITICALLY

Making links

Solving problems and having their own ideas.

Choosing ways to do things.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning describe behaviours children use in order 

to learn. To learn well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity, energy 

and enthusiasm. 

The characteristics of effective learning are a key element in the early year's 

foundation stage. Children up to the age of five should all be displaying the 

characteristics of effective learning every day.



• To improve outcomes at age 5, particularly in Early language and 

Literacy.

• To reduce workload and unnecessary paperwork so more time can 

be spent with the children. 

• To close the gap amongst children.

• To strengthen literacy and numeracy outcomes to ensure children 

have a good grasp of these areas of learning in preparation for 

Year 1.

• The requirement to include oral health in order to “promote the 

good health of children” was added to the EYFS framework.

The New EYFS Framework 



There are 7 areas of learning and development, which shape activities 

and experiences for children at this stage.

Early learning goals for each of these areas describe the knowledge, 

skills and understanding children should have achieved at the end of 

Reception year.

The areas of learning are described as follows;

Prime areas: Communication and Language, Physical Development and 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and 

Expressive Arts and Design.

All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

Seven Areas of learning



Seven Areas of learning

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Listening, attention and understanding and speaking

Self-regulation, manging self and building relationships 

Fine and gross motor skills
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LITERACY

Comprehension, Reading and Writing

MATHS

Number and Numerical Patterns

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The 

Natural World

EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN

Creating with materials, Being imaginative and expressive
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Seven areas of learning



This involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment. 

Children listen to stories daily and learn to respond to what they hear with relevant 

comments, questions or actions. Children learn to express themselves effectively, 

showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They begin use past, present and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the 

future. They develop their own narratives through role playing and begin connecting 

ideas or events. The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven 

areas of learning and development. 

Communication and Language
Listening, attention and understanding and speaking



This involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and 
to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to 

understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to 
food. Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue 
happy, healthy and active lives. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing 

healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision 
helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is linked to early literacy.

Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills



This involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and 
others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others. Children’s 
personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to 

lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 
development. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development
Self-regulation, manging self and building relationships 



Literacy development involves encouraging children to develop a life-long love of 
reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word

reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts 
from birth and develops when adults talk with children about the world around them 

and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, 
poems and songs together. 

Literacy
Comprehension, Reading and Writing



Read Write Inc. (RWI) Phonics is a literacy programme developed by 

Ruth Miskin and is taught in over 5000 schools in the United Kingdom. It is 

a method of teaching reading and writing, which is centered around 

learning the sounds of the letters (phonics) and then blending them 

together to read words. The children also learn to break down words into 

individual sounds in order to write them. 

Keep points to remember:

- Children need to know sounds – to read words.

- We pronounce the sounds clearly, using pure sounds (‘m’ not’ muh’, ’s’ 

not ‘suh’, etc.) so that your child will be able to blend the sounds together 

to make words more easily. 

Read Write Inc



We give children a hook to learn the sounds by using pictures in the same shape as 

the letter.

‘s’ looks like a snake.

‘d’ looks like a dinosaur.

‘m’ looks like a mountain.

‘a’ looks like an apple.

We teach the children to name the pictures before they learn the sound. This means 

that children learn to read and write the sounds really easily. Each sound has a 

handwriting phrase e.g. Maisie mountain mountain. Refer to pack.

Please use these handwriting phrases when practising writing at home with your 

child. More information can be found in your packs today along with the Ruth Miskin 

website:  www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com

and Oxford Owl: Parent guide to Read Write Inc. Phonics - Oxford Owl

Name the pictures

http://www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/


Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to blend sounds to 

read words e.g. s-a-t, sat. 

We use Fred Talk to help children read. We teach children to read words 

using Fred Talk to blend together the sounds they know e.g. m-a-t, mat.

We say ‘Fred Talk, read the word’.

1. Say the word in sounds as Fred e.g. c-a-t.

2. Ask the children to repeat. 

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the whole word e.g. c-a-t, cat

4. Ask the children to repeat. 

Reading with Fred Talk



Red Words

Some words are ‘tricky’ because they contain letters that don’t match the sounds the 

child has been taught. For example, ‘said’ has ‘ai’ making an ‘e’ sound.

We teach these common exception words as Red words. In the early Storybooks, 

these words are printed in red text.

We remind the children not to use Fred Talk to read Red words but instead to stop 

and think. We tell them the word if needed.



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home

• Uniquely matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonics Storybooks.

• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the appropriate level.

• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.

We will begin Book Bag Books for home reading in the second half of the 

autumn term, once we have completed the RWI Assessment 1. 



Children are given the opportunity to count confidently, develop a deep 
understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and 
the patterns within those numbers. It is important that we teach children to 
develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns 
and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers 

about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Mathematics
Number and Numerical Patterns



• Focuses on numbers to 10 mainly (some numbers beyond 10 in the 

summer term). 

• Some SSM focus to support understanding but no longer a key 

component. 

• A number a week to embed understanding. 

White Rose Maths 

supported by NCETM Numberblocks

Maths – deepening and broadening

Children to have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the 
composition of each number.

Recognise the numeral

Represent the 

number in different 

ways

Know the position in 

the counting 

sequence

Know next and 

previous number Know two after and 

two before 

Partition/split number 

in different ways

Compare sets of 

objects
Subitise and estimatePlace on a number 

track or number line



Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The Natural World

This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out 

about people, places and their local environment. 

Understanding the World



Expressive Arts and Design

Expressive arts and design involves developing the children’s 

imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 

opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and 

play with a wide range of media and materials. 

Creating with materials, Being imaginative and expressive



Statutory Key Stage Assessments

From September 2021 there are 2 statutory assessments that have to be 

undertaken in Reception year. 

The Reception Baseline Assessment is a check of each child's early Literacy, 

Communication, Language and Maths skills, which takes the form of a set of 

practical tasks carried out between the child and the teacher within the first 6 

weeks of starting. Children’s results are not shared with the school, except for a 

short narrative statement to describe how each pupil performed on the overall 

assessment. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) is a summary of each 

child's attainment at the end of the Reception year based on what they have 

demonstrated they know, understand and can do in all Prime areas of learning, 

Literacy and Maths against the ‘Early Learning Goals’. Attainment for each area 

is described as either meeting the level of development at the end of the EYFS 

(expected) or not yet reaching this level (emerging).



Early learning goals

20XX



Assessments Continued…

Assessments are carried out by teachers and support staff through short 

observations, photographs, adult-led focus activities and daily 

conversations with the children.

3 reports a year (one per term) given to you on parents evening.

The EYFS states that communication with parents is essential too –

adults will take on board what you know about your child.  You can help 

us by:

• Keeping us informed of your child’s interests

• Learning at home – cooking, trips etc.

• Contributions to Tapestry Online Learning Journal



What is the Tapestry Online Learning Journal?

This replaces the paper journals that we previously had for each child and 

is a record of the child’s journey through the year while in Nursery and 

Reception. It is shared with the parents via an app.

Things that are added to the online journal are :-

-Observations by staff linked to the Tapestry flags

-Photos and videos uploaded by staff linked to our topics

-Memo’s to the parents to inform them of children’s learning,     

special events, reminders etc.

-Documents tab gives access to useful resources and information

Parents or ‘relatives’ can view, like and comment on the observations we 

make for each child. You can also add your own observations of what your 

child does outside of the setting. 

All staff and parent observations are held (not in journal) until 

checked by a manager before uploading.                              



Home learning 
Reading Diaries and Reading Books

Goes home: Return to school:

Every Friday Tuesday at the latest

-It covers Literacy/ Phonics/ Mathematics/Topic

-Usually one page

-Please complete writing in pencil and colour using colouring pencils.

-Please encourage children to look after their books

-Please allow the children to have a go at doing their own home learning.



Borrow everyday

 Return class library books daily so children can swap them

 Can only borrow if they have a book bag

 Can only borrow once previous book is returned

 Have it as part of your child’s daily routine to read the books 

every evening.

Looking after the books

 No scribbling/drawing/writing on books

 Be careful – do not tear pages or leave with younger 

siblings.

Class Library Books



Our School Hours:

8:45 – 3:00

Reception Daily Routine

 9:00-9:10 Registration, Date and Weather, Wake up shake up.

 9:10-9:30 Whole class shared Literacy/Numeracy/Topic 

 9:30-10.15 Focus group activities and child-initiated activities indoors 

and outdoors.

 10:15-10:40 Fruit time (speaking and listening opportunities) and whole 

class shared Literacy/Numeracy/Topic. 

 10:40-11:15 Focus group activities and child-initiated activities indoors 

and outdoors.

 11:20-12:20 Lunchtime

Daily Timetable A.M 



 12:20-1:10 Registration/lunch news. Toothbrushing Time (starting from 

next week). RWI Phonics (single sounds from this week). 

 1:10-2:10 Child-initiated activities indoors and outdoors

 2:10-2:30 Brain break. 

Jigsaw/Dough disco/Squiggle While You Wiggle/Mindful Yoga.

 2:30-2:45 Hometime Routine – Book bags/lunch bags/water 

bottles/hand out learning from the day.

 2:45-3:00 ‘3 a day’ Story/Rhyme/Poem

 3:00 Hometime

Daily Timetable P.M



A reminder that our PE sessions take place every Tuesday in the 

lower hall. We will begin PE next week from the 4th October. 

We request that the children come to school wearing their PE 

clothes on this day. PE clothes consist of the following:

White PE t-shirt or white polo t-shirt

Black or blue shorts or jogging bottoms (depending on weather)

School jumper/cardigan (depending on weather)

Normal school shoes

Please ensure that your child is not wearing jewellery of any kind 

(including earrings) on this day.

PE Reminder



 Naming all clothes

 Sending a coat with a hood especially during winter days 

 Helping your child to learn how to dress themselves

 Bringing in wellies and a waterproof coat for outdoor 
learning

 Bringing book bags everyday

 Reading every evening with your child at home

Preparing your child to be independent 

1. Using the toilet 

2. Washing hands for 20 seconds

3. Recognising and writing their name.

4. Mark making activities – pencils, pens and paints

5. Putting coats, shoes and socks on.

How Can You Help?





“Nothing”

When children come home at the end of the day,
The question they’re asked as they scurry to play is,
“What did you do at school today”?
The answer they give makes you sigh with dismay,
“Nothing, I did nothing today!”
Perhaps nothing means that I played with blocks,
Or counted to ten or sorted some rocks.
Maybe I painted a picture of red and blue,
Or heard a story of a mouse that flew.
Maybe I watched the fish eat today,
Or went outside on the swings to play.
Maybe today was the first time,
That my scissors followed a very straight line.
Maybe I sang a song from beginning to end,
Or played with a special brand new friend.
When you are in school and your heart has wings,
‘Nothing’ can mean so many, many things!


