
History  

Topic: Why did humans and dinosaurs never meet? Year 1 Strand: Events beyond living memory  

Important Facts  

• Dinosaurs were a diverse group of reptiles that lived millions of years ago. 

• This period was called the Mesozoic era. 

• Scientists divide the Mesozoic Era into three periods: the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous.  

• Dinosaur fossil remains have been found all over the world .  

• The dinosaurs first appeared 243 million years ago and lived for a very long time..  

• The Cretaceous-Tertiary extinction event : Dinosaurs were believed to have died 66 million years ago in a mas-

sive event that involved an asteroid hitting the earth. 

Past Gone by in time and no longer existing 

Present Existing or occurring now 

Chronology Arranging events or dates in order of 

when they happened 

Period A length of time belonging to the past 

Extinction When a species dies out or disappears 

completely and is no longer in exist-

ence 

Artefact An object made by a human being of 

historical interest 

Fossil The remains or impression of a living 

thing embedded in rock and preserved 

Paleontolo-

gist 

A scientist who studies life forms that 

existed in the past, as shown by their 

fossils 
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What questions might I ask about the past? 

• What was this object used for? 

• How do you know this is from the past? 

• Which came first, next and last? 

• Where does this object come from? 

• What does/does not belong in the past? How do you 

know? 

• How can you investigate the past? 

How will this prepare me for what I will learn next? 

In Year 2 and 3, you will begin to learn about Ancient civilisations and what life was life 

when man lived on Earth. You will be comparing different time periods, and need to know 

what happened on Earth a long time before humans before discovering what humans did to 

create civilisations. 

Mary Anning 

• Mary Anning was born 21st May 1799. She lived in 

the English seaside town of Lyme Regis in Dorset 

• She spent time searching the coast looking for what 

she called “curiosities”. Later, she realised these 

were fossils! 

• She made lots of important discoveries about dino-

saurs people hadn’t found out about yet and scien-

tists would visit her to learn more. 

What does a time line show? 

A timeline is a tool that organizes infor-

mation. It is used to describe the order 

in which events happened. 


