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Year 4                   Term : Autumn 

Topics 

Autumn 1: How does Britain 

work?  

Autumn 2: What are the states of 

matter? 

English : In English this term, we will be learning about sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, vocabu-

lary and spellings. In Autumn 1, we will be using “The Lion and The Unicorn “ by Shirley Hughes, and the 

children will be writing in a variety of genres including character profiles, writing a narrative, diary entries us-

ing first person pronouns, non-chronological reports and recounts. There will be a weekly spelling lesson and 

a spelling test. Please encourage children to use a dictionary at home to look up the meaning of words and 

use the words in sentences. We will be encouraging all writing to be cursive using the diagonal and horizon-

tal strokes that are needed to join letters. In Autumn 2, we will be using Dr. Emily Grossman’s book ‘Brain-

fizzing facts’ to stimulate us. Our focus will be on writing chronological reports about our investigations from 

our topic learning. We will learn about using sub-headings and how to organise our paragraphs. 

PE/PSHE and Mind Up : In Year 4, we will be continuing with our Mind Up learning from Year 3. Children 

will be consolidating their learning about the brain and how it works to help us manage emotions, maintain 

focus and remember key information. We will also be continuing with our Jigsaw PSHE learning. The unit for 

Autumn 1 is called ‘Being Me in My World’ and it will focus on developing positive goals for the year and 

working together as a community of learners. The unit for Autumn 2 is called ‘Celebrating Differences’ where 

we will be thinking about how to be a good friend, resolving conflict and showing appreciation for others’ 

uniqueness. In PE this term, children will have the opportunity to practise a wide range of skills involved in 

invasion games, particularly dodgeball and handball, including teamwork, strategising, attacking and defend-

ing. We will be participating in circuit training where we will be trying to develop our stamina. In Autumn 2, 

we will focus on gymnastics, developing sequences of movement. 

Maths : In Autumn 1, we will be learning about place val-

ue ensuring that all children have a secure understanding 

of thousands, hundreds, tens and ones and how digits can 

have a different place values determining their value in a 

number. We will count in thousands, compare, order, 

round and round numbers with up to 4 digits to the nearest 

10, 100 or 1000. Pupils will be taught to count in multiples 

of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 100. To ensure that skills are embedded, 

prior learning will continue to be revisited through recall 

and reflect on what has been learnt.  

In Autumn 2, we will be learning to use addition and sub-

traction using number lines, practical resources and formal 

written methods. All children will also learn  

important problem solving skills, including looking for key 

vocabulary when using these operations.  

All of our Maths lessons follow the ‘Learn, Apply,  

Reason’ structure which ensures that children are able to 

practise the concepts they have been taught, apply them 

to new contexts and discuss their understanding. We will 

also be focusing on times tables, learning to recall all facts 

up to 12 x 12, including the corresponding division facts.  

Topic : Our Topic for the Autumn Term 1 is ‘How does 

Britain work?’ and Autumn 2 is ‘What are the states of 

matter?’ In Autumn 1, the children will start by locating the 

fours countries of the United Kingdom on a map. We will 

then focus on learning about the significance of the River 

Thames. The children will learn about the main parts of a 

river and they will locate bridges and landmarks along the 

River Thames. The children will use their historical skills to 

investigate the importance of Parliament and democracy. 

We will also research the suffragette movement and the 

change to women’s rights. The children will have the op-

portunity to create their own manifestoes in groups about 

changes that they would like to make to their local environ-

ment and we will have a class election. 

In Autumn 2, we will be scientists and will learn about the 

three main states of matter—solids, liquids and gases. We 

will be conducting several investigations to learn about the 

scientific processes of melting, evaporation and condensa-

tion. The children will learn to make an hypothesis, ask 

questions, record and analyze their results and come to 

conclusions. 
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Noticeboard 

Reminders 

PE kits should include: 

• White shirt 

• Black or navy bottoms 

• Black trainers or plimsoles 

School uniform should include: 

• White collared shirt 

• Navy jumper 

• Black bottoms 

• Tie 

• Black shoes  

Please ensure that your child’s items are  

labelled in case they become lost in school, 

including coats. 

Key Dates this Term 

 

Year 4 Cruise on the River Thames-23rd  

September 2022 

October Half Term 24th-28th October 2022 

Year 4 trip to St. Mary’s Church—dates to be 

confirmed 

Parents’ Evenings 23rd and 24th November 2022 

Last Day of Term 16th December 2022  

(2pm finish) 

Staff Training Day 3rd January 2023 

Children’s First Day Back 4th January 2023 

 

 


