
History  

Topic: How did Victorian ideas change the world?   Year 5  Strand: Aspect of British History - Victorians 

What should I already know? 

• An understanding of the monarchy Y1 

• Some significant people who lived within the 

Victorian era, such as Mary Seacole who trav-

elled to England to volunteer her services to 

Florence Nightingale, who set up a hospital in 

the Crime Y1 

• The Victorian era was an important time for 

the development of transport in the UK  Y3 

• An understanding of how the monarchy works 

with the Government Y4 

• How class effected different civilisations 

Important Facts  

The Industrial Revolution was a period of great 

change in British history. It was in cotton production 

that the industrial revolution began. The cotton used 

was mostly imported from slave plantations.  

Before this, many people lived in rural areas and had 

jobs such as farming or weaving and spinning wool. 

With the invention of new machines, people were left 

out of work and so they had to travel to cities or 

towns to find work in places like factories or mills.  

It is called a revolution because it was such a huge 

change - the Industrial Revolution marked the begin-

ning of modern Britain.   

Many factory owners put profit above the health and 

safety of their workers. Children and women were 

employed in terrible conditions in mills and mines.  

Victoria became Queen in 1837 at a time when the 

slaves of the British were being given their freedom.  

The British government paid compensation to the 

slave owners  



History 
Topic: How did Victorian ideas change the world?   Year 5  Strand: Aspect of British History - Victorians 

Historical Skills and Enquiry  

• Examine what life was like for all groups of people during 

the Industrial Revolution and Queen Victoria’s life.  

• Describe how the Factory Act had impacted children during 

the Industrial Revolution and Queen Victoria’s reign.. 

• Describe in detail what life was like for different Victorian 

 

• Discuss which of the changes brought around by the revolu-

tion are still evidenced today.  

• Examine how Queen Victoria was able to expand the British 

Empire  

• Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to 

justify claims about the past  

      How do I analyse a source?  

How will this prepare me for what I will learn next? 

I will learn identify different periods of history and pinpoint a new era (Saxons 1066 Y5) on a timeline in relation to my previous learning. 

I will also learn to recognise overlaps of different periods throughout history and discuss different empires at greater depth Y6. My 

knowledge of key changes in the era of the Victorians will support me with learning new concepts such as the development of Church, state 

and society in Britain and exploring ideas relating to political powers, industry and empires: Britain in KS3. 


